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Between Sept. 24 and Oct. 8, the private polling agency CEP-Adimark conducted a public opinion
poll among 1,820 voters on their preferences in Chile's general elections, scheduled for Dec. 11.
Poll results indicated that if presidential elections were held now, the Christian Democrat Party's
Eduardo Frei would receive 57.6% of the vote. Frei is running as the candidate of the ruling coalition,
Concertacion por la Democracia. Poll results for the other presidential candidates were as follows:
Arturo Alessandri, candidate of the rightist Union for the Progress of Chile coalition, 18.4%;
Eugenio Pizarro, of the Allende Movement of the Democratic Left (MIDA), 2.7%; independent
environmentalist candidate Manfred Max-Neef, 2%; independent rightist candidate Jose Pinera,
1.6%; and Cristian Reitze of the New Left Alliance, 0.7%. About 17% of respondents said they
are still undecided. The CEP-Adimark poll also surveyed voter opinions on what problems the
next president is likely to face once in office. About 38.4% of respondents said they believe a Frei
presidency would face serious challenges from the armed forces, whereas only 7.6% believe the
rightist Alessandri would encounter the same problem. On the other hand, 41.5% of respondents
said they feel an Alessandri government would be confronted with popular protests and political
unrest, while only 23.2% expressed concern that Frei would face a similar situation. The CEPAdimark poll also surveyed voters for their opinions on the performance of current President
Patricio Aylwin. Although Aylwin had a 73.6% approval rating when inaugurated in March
1990, only 48.7% of those polled in the recent CEP-Adimark survey expressed support for his
performance. The winner of the Dec. 11 electoral contest will take office in March of 1994. Aylwin's
presidential term was limited to four years by a constitutional amendment implemented in 1989.
However, the next president will serve an eight-year term as mandated under the 1980 constitution.
[Sources: Inter Press Service, 10/08/93; La Segunda (Chile), 10/18/93; Spanish news service EFE,
10/19/93, 10/20/93; Agence France-Presse, 10/20/93; La Nacion (Chile), 10/15/93, 10/21/93; El
Mercurio (Chile), 10/15/93, 10/18/93, 10/21/93]
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